INTRODUCTION
Welcome to Year 7 and 8 at Ellerslie School! This informa on pack provides important and valuable
informa on regarding the last 2 years of schooling at Ellerslie. As students move into these exci ng
years the school believes it is important to share some of the learning experiences and diﬀerences that
the ‘senior’ school has to oﬀer. At Ellerslie we believe the Year 7 and 8 programme should:

• challenge and support to meet the students’ academic poten al
• provide a wide range of experiences and opportuni es to develop resilience and
perseverance
• develop an environment where individual students are valued and treated with respect
• support and encourage students to strive for excellence in all aspects of their lives
• focus on the students’ social and emo onal development and well-being
• prepare students with the skills they require for their High School environments
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GENERAL INFORMATION
The Year 7 and 8 Pod is a collabora ve learning community that provides an exci ng, challenging,
relevant and authen c programme designed to extend the students’ horizons in a safe atmosphere. A
culture of respect and celebra on of achievement underpins our philosophy as we work in partnership
with all members of our community.
The Year 7 and 8 students are encouraged to aim for excellence in all that they do so to ‘be the best
they can be’. The students are provided with the necessary skills and opportuni es to achieve their
goals. Our school helps each student to meet their academic poten al whilst also developing them
socially, physically, culturally and emo onally.
Of the range of programmes on oﬀer, each year Ellerslie School develops more experiences and
opportuni es to suit Year 7 and 8 students.
The Year 7 and 8 programme aims to provide the student with the necessary skills to make them
independent and eﬀec ve, self-managing learners in a High School environment. Students leave
Ellerslie School as well-rounded individuals ready for the challenges of college.

YEAR 7 and 8 DAILY TIMETABLE
8.15am:
8.30am - 10.30am:
10.30am-10.50am:
10.50am-12.20pm:
12.20pm-1.15pm:
1.15pm- 2.45pm:
2.45pm:

Learning Pod doors are open
Session 1
Break 1
Session 2
Break 2 / Extra Curricular Ac vi es
Session 3
School ends

UNIFORM

The Year 7 and 8 students have a special uniform to recognise they have the important responsibility of
being in the Senior School. Uniform items are available from Argyle Schoolwear.
Boys
●
●
●
●
●

Navy shorts
Light blue senior shirt (always to be tucked in)
Long navy socks (to be purchased from our uniform shop)
School polar ﬂeece jacket (full zip)
Plain black shoes or sandals

Girls
●
●
●
●
●

Tartan skirt
Blouse
White ankle socks
School polar ﬂeece jacket (full zip)
Plain black shoes or sandals
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CURRICULUM
Year 7 and 8 or “Intermediate years” are a crucial
me in the development of a young person as
they transi on to become a young adult. The
school focuses on developing our students
holis cally so they are well prepared for their
ongoing educa on and the lives they have ahead
of them. Our educa onal programmes focus on
students co-construc ng their learning journeys
and taking increasing responsibility for their
learning. This will be essen al as they transi on
into their secondary educa on. We provide a
wide range of resources and exper se to enable
this learning to take place. Our Year 7 and 8 students take pride in their achievements, set high
standards and targets for themselves and are regularly reﬂec ng on their next learning steps. The New
Zealand Curriculum sits at the heart of the teaching and learning programme.

READING, WRITING AND MATHEMATICS

The three main curriculum subjects remain at the core of the daily teaching and learning programme.
Learning experiences and ac vi es con nue to be diﬀeren ated in the senior school as students learn
in both mixed ability and similar ability groups.

SOCIAL SCIENCES, SCIENCES, THE ARTS

These subjects are integrated into real life learning experiences through ‘the Inquiry learning’ process.
Inquiry learning supports learners in the acquisi on of skills that enable them to be both collabora ve
and independent learners. They are encouraged to use and apply informa on to solve problems, create
solu ons and apply their learning to new situa ons. The students have access to a wide range of
resources and are able to develop a variety of strategies to support their learning. They are encouraged
to develop local, na onal and global opinions and to take an ac ve interest in current events.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Students engage in a number of physical educa on and health-based ac vi es. They take part in either
ﬁtness, skill-based instruc on and Team Sport sessions each week.
The Health programme includes topics such as Digital Ci zenship, Understanding Changes, Life
Educa on and Self Defence.

LANGUAGES

Learning a second language is an important aspect of a well-rounded curriculum. In 2018 the students
had a choice to learn either Spanish, Mandarin, Japanese and German. The programme is designed to
focus on developing learners’ intercultural competence. Students build their awareness of language
and culture, their language knowledge, their cultural knowledge, and posi ve a tudes about
themselves and other people. The teaching encourages learners to make comparisons and connec ons
between languages and cultures. It also celebrates the unique nature of every language and every
culture.
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SPECIALIST PROGRAMMES
TECHNOLOGY/ STEAM

Our Year 7 and 8 students have a speciﬁc technology programme that covers a wide range of
technological disciplines. The programme is currently undergoing a review to enable the inclusion of
more Science-based learning experiences. Other aspects of the programme include Food Technology,
So Materials Technology, Electronics and Control Technology, Resistant Materials Technology, and
Structures and Mechanisms Technology. The quality of the projects student complete is of a very high
standard.

MUSIC

Our Year 7 and 8 students have
weekly music lessons. During the
course of the year, groupings may be
adjusted to enabled our Music
specialist to best cater to the needs
of our students.

EXTRA
(Careers
Literacy)

PROGRAMMES
and
Financial

During the 2 years in the Senior School students engage in programmes involving Careers and Financial
Literacy. These involve learning about the basics of managing money and engaging in conversa ons
about career opportuni es.

SPORT
Ellerslie School endeavors to involve students in a
wide range of sports throughout the year. There are
opportuni es to par cipate in team sports but also for
students to compete at a more compe ve level if
desired. The school is associated with the Eastern
Zone Sports Zone and this provides students with the
opportunity to represent the school in team games or
as individuals. Ellerslie School always encourages
students to reach the highest level possible and some
students have progressed to Auckland Championships.
The codes that Ellerslie School competes in at Eastern
Zones includes:
●
Term 1 - Swimming, So ball, Orienteering, Tag Rugby
●
Term 2 - Football, Netball
●
Term 3 - Cross Country
●
Term 4 - Athle cs, Volleyball, Touch Rugby
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EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM
The School views outdoor educa on as an essen al part of
the Year 7 and 8 curriculum. The school has the philosophy
that where possible the outdoor educa on will be u lised to
enhance learning.
CAMP
The highlight for many students is the biennial Year 7 and 8
camp. The 4 day camp oﬀers students a wide range of
ac vi es and challenges.
Ac vi es include archery,
orienteering, conﬁdence course, bushcra , mountain biking,
and adventure based learning. The camp is held at the end
of the school year.
TEAM TRIPS
During the year the Year 7 and 8 students a end addi onal trips outside the school in connec on with
their classroom programme and inquiry topics.

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Students at Ellerslie School are encouraged to become
involved in all aspects of school life. Some of the key
leadership roles include:
●
School Leaders
●
Whanau House Leaders
●
Music Leaders
●
Head Librarians
●
Environmental Leaders
Ac vi es that the various leaders are involved in:
●
Lead school assemblies
●
Assist with the organisa on of sports days
●
Lead school wide events such as fundraising days
●
Become involved with community groups.
●
A end leadership days such as Na onal Young Leaders Day
●
Represent the school at community events
●
Welcoming visitors to the school
Senior students also ‘buddy up’ with junior students during the year to support and encourage them in
a range of learning experiences. We believe having leadership experience helps develop resilience and
the conﬁdence needed as students move on to college.
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BYOD (BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE)
Ellerslie School is a BYOD school for Years 5-8 students.
Students are permi ed to bring a chromebook to school
to assist with their learning programme. The devices are
only used to support and enhance the learning
experiences. The school also provides a number of school
owned iPads and Chromebooks which are allocated to the
teams and able to be used by the students. Students are
able to u lise apps like Seesaw to track and reﬂect on
their learning. This also allows them to share their
learning with their peer group and whanau.

FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR SUCCESS
The Year 7 and 8 students will have the opportunity to
engage in ac vi es to succeed in during the Year.
●
Mathex Compe on
●
EPro8 Technology Challenge
●
Win with Words Wri ng Compe on
●
Otago University Mathema cs Compe on
●
ICAS Interna onal Assessments
●
School Swimming, Cross Country and Athle c
●
Weekly Netball Compe on
●
APPA Speech Compe on
●
APPA Choir Fes val
●
Rock Band
●
Music Groups
●
I nerant Music Lessons

TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL
Ellerslie has a strong connec on to One Tree Hill College and during the year the senior students visit
the college on a number of occasions as they begin their transi on journey. The school also connects
with other high schools Year 8 students may be going to. This ensures that any transi ons are smooth
so students are ready to start their new schools.

TRANSITION TO
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AND FINALLY
TO HIGH SCHOOL

We’re a family at Ellerslie. The con nuity of remaining at our school can provide a more se led, stable
start to Year 7 moving to Year 8 who are truly the leaders of the school.
Research shows that many children experience a drop-oﬀ in their learning of anywhere between 6 to
18 months when transi oning from one school to the next.
Ellerslie School has a tradi on of celebra ng our Year 7 and 8 students. As well as the experiences
men oned earlier we also oﬀer a range of unique experiences which include the annual Senior School
Christmas lunch, the Year 8 Gradua on dinner and our end of year ac vity day.
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