Ellerslie School 2020
General Information Guide
POD LIFE
Collaborative Learning Environments
At Ellerslie School we always strive to create an innovative learning environment that enables students
to be connected, engaged and creative lifelong learners. Technology and knowledge is changing
quickly, and therefore we are striving to prepare our students for modern education as well as the
modern workforce. The New Zealand curriculum focuses on ‘learning how to learn’, and on supporting
students to take responsibility for their learning, so that they become competent lifelong learners.
Ellerslie School’s latest classroom build and renovations have been designed to be a ‘collaborative
learning space’ with adjoining larger and smaller learning spaces. In 2020, we continue to use our
space to ensure we develop strengths-based teaching and that we offer students and teachers
flexibility, openness and access to resources. Our teachers have greater flexibility to meet the diverse
needs and abilities of all students. Teachers can share their strengths and skills to better support the
learning and needs of each and every student. Learning spaces include open areas for collaborative
learning and quiet spaces for independent learning, as well as technology, media, arts resources,
reading spaces etc. Every learning space may look different, as it is developed to suit the needs of the
learners in the space.
Due to our growing roll, we have accommodated four guardian groups in portacoms on the field. The
teaching and learning programmes in these spaces are the same as the rest of the school. The
teachers in these classrooms work closely together and continue to use a collaborative approach to
teaching and learning.
Guardian Groups
Children are organised into guardian groups and have a guardian teacher. Within a pod there will be
multiple guardian groups and teachers working together. Your child will be taught by all the teachers
working within the pod throughout the year. Your child’s guardian teacher will take responsibility for the
pastoral care of your child. They will be your first point of contact if you wish to discuss your child.
Whanau House System
At Ellerslie School we run a Whanau House System across the
entire school. There are 4 Whanau Houses: Whero, Kakariki,
Kowhai and Kikorangi. Upon beginning school, your child will be
allocated a Whanau house which they will remain in until they
leave the school.
The primary purpose of our school houses is to develop a sense
of belonging and community within our school. Throughout the
year students will be provided many opportunities to earn
whanau points. This will include the chance to earn daily points
for learning, effort and behaviour as well as participating in
House challenges, sporting and cultural events.

Language of Learning
At Ellerslie School, we always strive to be the best we can be. This includes following the 5C’s and 5B’s.
The School’s learning philosophy rests on five core concepts - collaboration, creativity, confidence,
curiosity and compassion. Teachers explicitly teach learners strategies to develop these ‘competencies’.
We also encourage students to demonstrate learning behaviours - be kind, be responsible, be
respectful, be helpful and be a good friend. We aim to teach these behaviours through an integrated
approach by weaving and embedding them through the curriculum learning areas.

DAILY ADMIN
Bell Times: Our bell times are as follows:
Classes open for arrival:
School begins:
1st Block:
Morning Tea & Play:
2nd Block:
Lunch & Play:
3rd Block:
School ends:

8.30am - 8.50am
8.50am
8.50am - 10.30am
10.30am - 10.50am
10.50 am - 12.20pm
12.20 - 1.15 (Supervised eating time 12.20 - 12.30)
1.15pm - 2.45pm
2.45pm

Before school
If your child arrives at school before 8.30, they will need to wait in the centre courtyard. This time is an
important preparation time for teachers. Please do not take your child to the classes before 8.30am.
We appreciate your cooperation with this. The bell to signal learning time goes at 8.50am. It is
important that your child is in class before this and not arriving late, as this gives them time to settle
and prepare themselves for the day.
Lateness and Removal from school
If your child is late for school (arrives after the 8.50am bell), they will need to report to the late desk at
the back of the admin building to sign in and collect a late slip that is then handed to their guardian
teacher.
If you need to pick up your child from school early please report to the office first and sign your child
out. You will be given an early release slip that needs to be handed to your child's guardian teacher
before they can leave with you. At break times our students are scattered through the playground so
for ease of pick up, try to come before the break begins or when it has finished.

Morning Tea & Lunch Time
There are two eating times at school. At morning tea, children are encouraged to eat 1-2 items before
going off to play. At lunch, we encourage students to finish their lunch and be responsible for their
eating area. Therefore, we ask that the students put their hands up and are released by a teacher
before leaving for play. All play times are supervised by duty teachers.
The school offers the following options for purchasing lunches. Lunches can be purchased via Kindo
and will be delivered to your child’s class at lunchtime.
●
●
●
●

Monday/Wednesdays - EZ Lunch
Tuesdays - Sushi
Thursdays - P
 ita Pit
Fridays - Subway (sausage sizzle
offered twice a term - Week 3 and 7)

Sickness
If your child is unwell, please keep them at home to give them time to recuperate and to prevent the
spread of illnesses to other children. Please contact the office and leave a message if your child is not
coming into school. The school office phone number is 09 579 5477. You can also advise the school of
an absence by using the Ellerslie School app or the website w
 ww.ellerslie.school.nz.

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Food
At Ellerslie School we encourage healthy eating. Please be conscious of the food you
are packing in your child’s lunch box. Students will require lots of what we refer to as
‘brain food’ - things that are good for the brain. Fruit, vegetable sticks, sandwiches,
crackers etc. will sustain your child well throughout the day. We ask that you leave
treat foods, such as chocolates and lollies, at home. Drink bottles are to be filled with
water only.
Uniform
It is important that your child has the correct uniform. Please ensure that all items are named clearly including shoes and socks! Hats are compulsory in the summer terms (1 and 4) and children that do not
have them will have to sit in our designated shade area during playtimes. New uniform items can be
purchased online through Argyle (www.argyleonline.co.nz/shop/auckland/ellerslie-school). Hats, caps,
socks and whanau T-shirts can be purchased on Kindo. Uniforms can no longer be purchased at
school but sizes can be measured on a Friday morning between 8:30-9:00am.
P.E. Gear
It is important that your child has the correct P.E. gear for our P.E. lessons, team sports and fitness.
Correct P.E. gear consists of the Ellerslie School P.E. uniform, a hat, sports shoes and socks.
Kindo
Kindo is our online school shop where you can register for an account and then use it to view and pay
for your child’s needs from the comfort of home. Anything from lunches, uniform, fees, stationery and
school trips can be paid for through this service. Visit w
 ww.kindo.co.nz to register for an account now.

Personal Belongings
Please ensure that everything is named. All uniform items should be
named with permanent marker or have names sewn in, including shoes
and socks. A ‘Lost Property Box’ is located at our After School Care
room (next to the middle school playground). At Ellerslie, personal items
such as toys and collectables are not to be brought to school. They can
get broken, become lost and cause disruption. There may be times when
your child's teacher requests items to be brought from home for sharing,
in this instance, it is permitted.
Medical Issues
If there is anything significant, such as allergies or asthma, that we need to know about, please speak to
your child’s teacher directly. Any medication needs to be signed in at the office and kept in our sick
bay.
BYOD
Children in Years 5-8 are able to bring their own personal Chromebook to
use during the school day. If your child brings their own device, they
must have a case and all equipment must be labelled clearly. Students
are encouraged to bring in headphones for learning and stored in a
small sealable bag.
They can bring a mouse if they choose.
Chromebooks go home every day to be charged at home. While at
school, your child may only login with their school account and use their
Chromebook for learning purposes.
Home Learning
Each team has different requirements for home learning. Please speak to your child’s guardian group
teacher if you have questions about homework. You can support learning at home by reading with
your child, involving your child in real life maths (e.g. shopping, using money) and authentic contexts for
writing (e.g. emails, letters, lists).

COMMUNICATION AND PARENT INVOLVEMENT
There are a number of ways that you can find out about your child’s learning and progress throughout
the year, as well as keep up to date with what’s going on at school.
What

When

Outcome

Spotlight / Parent Portal

All Year

Student’s learning goals / evidence of learning
(Yr5-8) / teacher’s comments available online

Teacher / Parent Meetings

All Year

Teachers and/or parents have requested a
meeting to discuss the child's progress

Target student
communication

Term 1
And throughout the year
when required

Teachers make contact with all parents &
caregivers who have children currently
achieving below their curriculum level in
Reading, Writing, Mathematics

Learning Summary

Mid Year (end of Term 2) and
End of Year (end of Term 4)

Individual student progress against the National
Curriculum

Learning Celebrations

Terms 2 and 3

Showcase of the learning journey

Parent Teacher
Interview/Student Led
Conferences

Term 3

Individual student progress against the National
Curriculum

School Assemblies

Every Friday morning at
9.00am

Celebrate learning journey

Seesaw Blogs Year 1 - 4

Ongoing

Showcase of the learning journey

Meet the Teacher

Term 1

Home-school partnership

Curriculum Evenings

2 x 2020

Home-school partnership

Parent Information Evenings

2 x 2020

Home-school partnership

Newsletter / Website / App
/ Facebook / Instagram

Ongoing

Home-school partnership

Meeting with your child’s teacher
Our teachers are always in the Pods before and after school for a quick chat, however our main focus
at these times is to make sure that all of the children are happy and settled. If you wish to speak to a
teacher in more detail about an issue, just touch base with them (email is the best option) to organise a
time, or alternatively you can contact the office.
Parent/Guardian Contact Details
It is very important that the school is able to reach you if the need arises. Please make sure that the
school office has current contact details for you, including an email. Please also ensure that your
emergency contacts are up to date. Email us at office@ellerslie.school.nz.
Parent Volunteers
We love having parents help us in the pods! Once our children are settled into school life, some pods
will ask for volunteers to come in and assist us in the daily programme. This could look like reading with
children or teaching them a classroom game or activity.

CURRICULUM
The teaching and learning programme at Ellerslie School covers all curriculum areas including Literacy,
Maths, Physical Education, Health, Science, Social Sciences, Digital Technology and the Arts (visual,
drama, and dance). Music and STEAM lessons are delivered by specialist teachers. Children will have
the opportunity to engage in a variety of experiences that are planned in alliance with the school
Inquiry focus. Our big umbrella concepts for 2020 are identity, exploration, movement and innovation.
Bounce Back
Bounce Back is a preventative whole-school social and emotional learning curriculum programme. It
has been developed to support schools and teachers in their efforts to promote positive mental health
and well being in their students and, in particular, to enable them to act resiliently when faced with
challenges and adversity.
Learning Through Play
Our Junior School (Teams 1 and 2) run a Learning Through Play Programme. This programme allows us
to timetable ‘play’ within our daily programme. The play time is carefully planned with the aim of
developing the social and emotional well-being of the children so that they are better equipped to cope
with school and all its challenges. The planned play also targets the pre-skills that many of our children

find difficult, focusing specifically on developing the building blocks to Literacy and Numeracy in a
setting that is safe and engaging for our learners.
Extra-curricular activities
Students have a variety of opportunities to take part in extracurricular activities. These will vary
depending on the year group. Some examples of our extracurricular activities include passion clubs,
peer mediators, kapa haka, pasifika group, travelwise, and music groups such as ukulele and rock band.
Your child also has the opportunity to access private music tuition for guitar, drums or piano. These
lessons are provided by private tutors on site during the school day.

School contacts
Phone: 09 579 5477
Email: office@ellerslie.school.nz
Website: w
 ww.ellerslie.school.nz

